MANY MIND CREEK STEWARDSHIP:
Interactive Learning about the NY-NJ Harbor Estuary Ecosystem

NEIWPCC Job Code: 0355-002
Project Code: 205-024

Final Report as of May 31, 2007
" 1. SUMMARY OF WORK

The grant budget of $1,000 has been 100 peér cent spent. The necessary documentation is
being submitted to NETWPCC with this report, with a request for reimbursement of expenditures
that Atlantic Highlands Borough made on behalf of the project but has not yet invoiced to the
grantor. In addition, actual and in-kind costs beyond the grant were over $3,800.

An estimated 98 per cent of the planned project work has been completed. We await our
contractor’s completion and defivery of weather-proof text panels for the information boxes along
Many Mind Creek, which should be completed within a few weeks.

2. PROGRESS N ACHIEVING PROJECT OBJECTIVES

Folfowing is a brief summary of progress achieved in reaching the project’s four objectives
{for detaﬂs see the penodlc progress repotis).

+ Increase estuary—related education among students

Student participation ranged from elementary to college level .

The youngest group was the locat WEBELQ scout group under the [eadership of
scoutmaster Michael Burke. who construicted six information boxes using recycled plastic,
financed by the grant. The locations of the six boxes and their educational display panels are next
to the bay, at the mouth of the creek, two bridges overlooking the: creek, the grassy edge of a small
tributary, and at the headwaters,

All elementary school pupils were invited to the annual estuary day events, and many
attended with their parents. Local Cub Scouts were particularly enthusiastic about kayaking, which
for many was their first time out on the ereek and bay.-

Students from the high school science club worked on beach clean-ups on estuary days and
displayed educational exhibits (e.g. about habitat, wildlife, water pollation) based on their studies.

Brookdale Community College “Water Watch” members also took part with presentations
and exhibits. ,

* Increase number of adults working for waterfront acquisition :

, This ¢ffort peaked in April 2006 when a petition signed by over 1,300 residents was
presented to the Borough Council, calling for the town to acquire the waterfront property known
as the Giuliani tract, which coritains the saltmarsh, the mouth of Many Mind Creek and a bayfront
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beach. Attached is the petition package, consisting of a one-page petition text and a signature sheet
that repeats the four main requests in the petition. Our public nature-education activities and
waterfront events got people so concerned about acquiring and preserving this property that more
people signied the petition than ever vote for any candidate in municipal elections in our small town
(population 4,700). This helped galvanize the opposition of elected officials, politicians and
Planning Board members to the proposed development. The developer withdraw its plan in
September 2006, citing this significant opposition as one cause, together with the softening of the
housing market. Town officials have done extensive funding research, professional property
appraisals, and owner notices, have met the owners about pricing and possible sale structure, and
are pushing for delineation of contaminants on the property as part of due diligence. There is still a
considerable distance to travel toward acquisition.

« Increase awarencss of elected officials about estoary stewardship
~ Speaking when the petition was presented to him and the Council, Mayor Donoghue said
that the petition drivé had reached “impressive numbers of people.” He-and several Council
merbers spoke in favor of acquisition. Awareness of the importance of the acquisition is
evidenced by the fact that several elected officials said they were even ready to exercise eminent
domain if necessary. Of course, the acid test of this heightened attention will come when, as is
hoped, élected officials have to vote formally to acquire the Giuliani tract. There is backing for this
from the NY-NJ-Harbor Estuary Pragram, wh1ch designated the tract as a ptiority for acquisition
and restoration (site RB-17).
At our annual cetebranons of National Estuaries Day at Many Mind Creek, one Council
- member always mans the seining net {often with his daughter), another served as overall organizer
otie year, the Mayor and his wife always attend, and alf Cbunci-l have at feast appeared at one or
more of the days.
Debate on and adoption of a stringent stormwater ordmance in 2006 also provided
“important occasions for raising awareness of elected officials about the dangers of pollution in
Many Mind Creek, its es_tuary and bayfront. '

* Increase interest in kayakmg and waterfront leisure activities

The kayaking events ot the annuat estuary days have been a hit with both adults and
children. In particular, Cub Scouts really “got into it,” as previously reported. Bringing an
Audubon Society expert to talk with attendees about waterfowl, including those observable every
day in the estuary and bay waters, was a first. Seining, shell talks, guided observation of dunes and
saltmarsh, beach clean-ups that nearly filled two dumpsters, and even games of “uitimate Frisbee”
all heightened people’s awareness of the interesting resources that need protection and offer
recreation. However, lastmg results in this sphere can of course only be obtained once the privately
owned bayfront Giuliani tract is turned into a publicly owned park and recreation zone.

3. PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED and how they were dealt with

A factor that set the project back was the move to Boston of our project leader, Dr.
Jacqueline Royce, in Jate March 2006. The new project leader, Dr. Paul Boyd (chair of the
Environmental Commission); needed time for catch-up and familiarization not only for this project,
but alse several others that Dr. Royce had led. This added workload on top of his pre-existing
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responstbiiities also contributed to the need to extend the preject’s duration. Finally, he had
surgery in January 2007 which ended up requiring four months of recovery and rehabilitation and
held up completion of the display panels for the info boxes along the creek..

4. RELATED ACTIVITIES

This summer, as part of an Eagle-candidate project, local Boy Scouts are planning to drag
~ out a number of truck tires and a truck body that are embedded in the bay bottom offshore.
Borough public works employees have removed one very large truck tire from the bay, and a half-
buried bicycle, a silt fence and a traffic cone from the tidal portion of the creek bed.

As of May 2007, the data gathering phase was completed for a project that will pmduce a
regional stormwater management plan for the Many Mind Creek watershed, which is shared by
Atlantic Highlands and Middletown. The project is funded by a grant from NJ Department of
Environmental Protection under the program for pollution control and stormwater management
(Section 319H). The project is managed by the Atlantic Highlands Environmental Commission
- with a technical subcontractor and a steeting committee that includes representatives of Atlantic

- Highlands, Middletown, NJ-DEP, Monmouth County Planning Board, Freehold Soil Conservation
Division, Monmouth University, Brookdale College field stanon, Surﬁ’ider Foundation, Clean
Ocean Action, and others.

The work done so far has included sampling and Iaboratery analysis of water quahty
1dent1ﬁcat10n of the presence, number and variety of benthic macroinvertebrates {pollution
sensitive and pollution tolerant) in the stream; modeling the hydrology and hydraulics of the.
stream, including ﬂoedmg issues; analysis of conditions of the creek channel and banks (e.g.
erosion, sediment; vegetation; stream debris, etc.); assessment of fish and wildlife habitat; spotting
illegal infill of wetlands and prompting action for its removal where possible; campﬂatxon and map-
plotting of historical and corrent data on exceedances of DEP water quality criteria, particularly
those regarding fecal coliform; and initial suggestions for follow-up prejects

The data have been used to prepare a characterization and assessment of the creek and its
watershed, including identification of main problems that need to be addressed in the regional plan.
The professional characterization and assessment of the ¢reek and its watershed has been
completed. A meeting on Jarie 19, 2007 at the NJ Department of Environmental Protection-in
Trenton, N.J. will evaluate this study, overall progress made and futare plans for completion of the:
project.

* % ok %
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