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Working for a healthy estuary ] Harbor Estuary Program A healthy estuary means...

Julie Larson Maher/WCS

MANAGING SEDIMENTS

Sediment is an essential and dynamic part of the estuary, directly affecting
ecosystem health and the regional economy. Too much sediment input,
increased by stormwater, smothers animals and plants living in the bottom
of the estuary and increases the need for and cost of dredging. Too little
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VIBRANT PUBLIC SPACES AND EDUCATION

Restored and protected areas can also be used as much needed public
places for family activities, social interaction, playing sports, connecting
with nature, and learning about our estuary. These public places help
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sediment may pot 9z enough. & [ETiE w.etlands. CRMEnEae BACKGROUND build healthier, stronger and more vibrant communities, benefitting
sedlr.ne.nts fNEEn |n.creased dredging costs, coptammatgd seafood, and the Estuaries are very special places where rivers meet the sea and salty water mixes with fresh water. Their unique characteristics make estuaries rich, surrounding families, businesses, and ecosystems with healthy
restriction of fisheries. HEP has prepared a Reglo.nal Sediment Management productive and diverse ecosystems where many types of plants and animals live. People are drawn to estuaries because of their beauty, environments for current and future generations.

Plan to ensure that sediments support and sustain a healthy ecosystem and Dredging operations are routine in the Ports of New York and New Jersey. productivity, and because they are ideal locations for ship transport. It’s no coincidence that Native Americans and early colonists chose estuaries

a robust regional economy. for their settlements, and that these places became some of our oldest and most populated cities. The NY-NJ Harbor Estuary is no different and it

is home to one of the most vibrant and economically important metropolitan areas in the country and the world. We use the estuary for fishing,
boating, swimming, bird watching, and extract many benefits from these natural resources that bolster our quality of life and economy. This of
course takes a toll on the very services that are directly or indirectly supporting our lives.

With increasing population and the coming of the Industrial age, habitat in the estuary began a steady path toward degradation. Significant
actions such as the Clean Water Act and other environmental legislation have done much to bring the harbor back from the brink. Many ongoing
problems and legacies from this industrial past and present have yet to be addressed. The New York-New Jersey Harbor Estuary Program (HEP) was
established in 1988 to restore the resources we all share and depend on within the estuary, so that we can all experience and benefit from all of the
resources our estuary has to offer.
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Providing opportunities for residents to visit and interact with the water and Y ¥l
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access, development of a water trail map, and public events such as the 2 7/ Hackensack Rivar Western /|
NY-NJ Baykeeper Eco-cruises, among many others that encourage us all to - f Long Island Sound.
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Boaters gather for the Sebago Canoe Club Invitational. Jjamaica Bay f
Tributary Connections B *
Confined Waters Coastaland . ' Lower Raritan “ £
* PF Maritime Forests N\ River N
o AN N -
— = . Y. e -~
e i\ A r
0 ”7"& _1'\ /L Shorelines and ‘ 1idn
";{%i ;--_\“‘.\ e | § e j Shallows : /-/
@Qﬂlﬂ e el — -’_-;_'::-.‘;;.:ﬁﬂ " @ i ARTN E RS
: ; e | G x_:l.slands for :
N < gz A AR A %
U o iR odn e SNEIWPCC Uf!-'.-;EArmy Corps THE PORT AUTHORITY
=SS \c—-—:/ " = U w ¥ o Eew ggLn;;:z;@ OF NY & NJ
Access Coastal - '
wetands | 4 i .f—f'J\ 0 9 10 miles And many others, including: local and regional academic and research institutions, NOAA, USEPA, USFWS, NJDEP, NYSDEC, NJDOT,
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S - suiired e Bl Hudson River Park, Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance, National Fish and Wildlife Federation, National Parks Conservation Association,
NY/NJ Baykeeper, NYC Audubon, NY State Museum, Passaic River Boat Club, Passaic River Coalition, Red Hook Boaters, Regional Plan

Assn., Rockaway Waterfront Alliance, Sebago Canoe Club, The Gaia Institute, The Nature Conservancy, Urban Divers Estuary
Conservancy, Wildlife Conservation, Wildlife Trust, and Working Harbor.
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